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The San Francisco Bay Area will welcome the 
largest meeting of planners ever held during the 
1957 ASPO National Planning Conference next March. 
More than 1,500 planners, public officials, business- 
men, and representatives of citizen groups from 
all over the United States and from a number of 
foreign countries are expected at the meeting. 

Some of the most difficult problems that plan- 
ners have ever faced are worrying communities all 
over the country. The ASPO conference will bring 
fresh viewpoints on these problems, as well as 
provide the widest opportunity for the exchange of 
information and discussion of possible solutions. 

How are urban areas going to handle their 
mounting populations -- and service their needs? 
What is the potential of a planning program for a 
metropolitan area? What is urbanism doing to county 
planning? Representatives of different types of 
metropolitan and regional planning organizations 
now in operation, both private and public, will 
participate in a round table session on these ques- 
tions. At another session these problems will be 
discussed by county planners and zoners operating 
in areas of metropolitan growth. 

Problems linked closely to these in metropolitan 
areas will be discussed at a round table session 
of experts on residential densities and at a round 
table on subdivision development and control, sched- 
uled again this year by popular demand. 

Federal officials have estimated that the 
federally aided slum clearance and urban renewal 
projects that had been approved by the end of 1955 
had already involved an outlay that was expected to 
reach a total of $2.77 billion om the part of local 
government and private enterprise. This, together 
with $554 million in capital grants approved and 
reserved as the federal government contribution, 
would bring the grand total to $3.3 billion. One 
of the conference sessions will be a re-examinatim 
of urban renewal -- its local administration, new 
developments, new problems, and new successes through- 
out the nation in the light of almost three years’ 
experience. Included will be a discussion of the 
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problems involved and the methods used in working 
with citizens in a neighborhood slated for redevel- 
opment ar renewal. A luncheon address, "The Developer 
Looks at Urban Renewal," will be given by William 
Zeckendorf, president of Webb & Knapp, Inc., New 
York development firm. 

There will also be a clinic on planning and 
public works aid under Sections 701 and 702 of the 
Housing Act of 1954, led by John C. Hazeltine, 
commissioner of the Commmity Facilities Administra- 
tion, and Tracy Augur, director of urban planning 
assistance, Urban Renewal Administration. 

Transportation by road, by rail, and by air 
will be discussed in three important sessions. 

The economic impact of the $34 billion federal 
highway program -- the biggest public construction 
program in the history of the country -- will be 
analyzed from the point of view of a state highway 
department, the planning profession, and the com- 
munity. 

Outdoor advertising, closely allied with high- 
way developments, will be discussed by represent- 
atives of the Outdoor Advertising Association, the 
California Roadside Council, and planners -- not 
as a debate between conflicting interests but with 
a view to working together to arrive at a modus 
operandi for solutions to the problems. 

The Role of the Rails" in commuter and freight 
transportation, the location of terminals, and new 
developments in rail transportation will be presented 
by Donald J. Russell, president of the Southern 
Pacific Railroad. The planning aspects will be 
covered by an expert from the planning profession. 

Considerations in the location and operation 
of heliports and experience with helicopter.service, 
the current facts and thinking on air transportation 
and its requirements when commercial jet planes and 
helicopter service become commonplace, and the 
financial aspects of terminals will be discussed by 
the president of Los Angeles Airways, C. M. Belinn, 
and the chief of the aviation planning section of 
the Port of New York Authority, Thomas M. Sullivan. 
A third member of the panel on airports and heliports 


SAN FRANCISCO 






CONFERENCE PREVIEW —continued 


will discuss the zoning of land adjacent to airports. 

Another fundamental and crucial problem is 
"Meeting the Recruitment Crisis." The feasibility 
of using sub-professionals, internship programs, 
and other ways of meeting the crisis will be examined. 

There will be a session on noise control deal- 
ing with noise measurement and experience with noise 
abatement ordinances. There will be a session on 
the economic considerations, the theory, and the 
experience of branch department stores established 
in outlying shopping centers and the over-all prob- 
lems, successes, and defects that have come to light 
in the operation of shopping centers. 

The cooperation between churchmen and city 
planners in working out some of the problems of 
church expansion, the location of churches in sub- 
urban areas, and the problems connected with locatio 
and relocation of churches in areas slated for 
redevelopment will be the subjects of a session that 
will also include a discussion of churches vis-a-vis 
the law. 

"The Industrialist and Planning" is the title 
of a session at which Charles Laidlaw, community 
planning representative of the Cleveland Electric 
Illuminating Campany and C. P. Fisher, Jr., consultant 
to the General Electric Company, will describe their 
community relations programs and their cooperation 
with and promotion of community planning programs. 
A third member of the panel, Stuart Walsh of In- 
dustrial Survey Associates, will talk about the role 
of a new industry in helping to solve the problems 
of schools, housing, traffic, and recreation facil- 
ities that result when industry moves into or near 
& community. There has been much discussion at 
various conferences of what industry looks for in 
& community, but little on what happens afterward -- 
how there can be a continuing relationship between 
an industry and a planning department and how the 
support of industry can best be given. 

A special feature of the conference will be a 


é 
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mock public hearing, to be staged by the loca] 
conference committee. The famous ASPO zoning rowj 
tables will, of course, be scheduled. 

Those who are familiar with the ASPO conference 
know that the keynote address will be given by » 
outstanding person from a field other than planning, 
This year the keynoter will be educatar Harold Taylor, 
president of Sarah Lawrence College. Mayor Georg 
Christopher of San Francisco will give an addreg 
at the opening session, which will be followed 
an address by ASPO President Park H. Martin. 

If you are familiar with the ASPO confereng 
you also know that each year we schedule a sessiq 
on developments that are beginning to emerge toda 
and that will profoundly affect our way of life h 
the foreseeable "Middle Future." This year Walke 
Cisler, president of Detroit Edison Company, wil 
be the prognosticator on the use of nuclear energ 
in industry; and John I. Yellott, secretary-treasure 
of the Association for Applied Solar Energy, wil) 
describe the characteristics of solar energy anj 
its anticipated uses. 

Pre-conference activities on Sunday, March 17, 
will include the Job Market Session -- ASPO's famoy 
"slave market;" a meeting of members of the Inter. 
national Federation for Housing and Town Planning, 
to which all interested persons are invited; con 
ference registration, beginning at 1:00 p.m.; ani 
@ cocktail party. At the Montreal conference, mor 
than 800 people participated in the Sunday activities, 

Immediately following the closing sessions @ 
Wednesday afternoon, the conference will be enter. 
tained by the local conference committee at a cock- 
tail party. On Thursday there will be an all-day 
field trip to see the planning developments in Sa 
Francisco; then across the Bay to Oakiand and other 
parts of the Bay Area. 

A special invitation is extended to wives of 
delegates, who will be registered free and will bk 
invited to participate in a special program that is 
being arranged for them. 

The Annual Business Meeting of the Society will 
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CONFERENCE PREVIEW —continuved 


be held on Tuesday, March 19, at which time members 
will vote on the amendments to the ASPO constitution 
that were adopted by the Board of Directors at their 
meeting last May. A copy of the amendments to the 
constitution will be circulated to all members in 
advance of the annual meeting. On Wednesday, March 
20, the annual ASPO award will be presented. 

General chairman of the local conference com- 
mittee is Roger D. Lapham, Jr., president of the 
City and County Planning Commissim of San Francisco. 
Serving with him are representatives of planning 
agencies throughout the Bay Area. 

The preliminary program for the 1957 ASPO 
National Planning Conference, together with forms 
for advance registration and for making reservations 
at hotels, will be mailed early in January -- but 
good planners will be making plans now to attend. 

It will be worth it! 


NOMINATING COMMITTEE APPOINTED 


Thomas F. McDonough, immediate past president of 
ASPO, will serve as chairman of the nominating commit- 
tee to select a slate of officers for 1957-58, Park 
Martin, ASPO president, has announced. Mr. McDonough 
is chairman of the Boston City Planning Board. 

Others who will serve on the committee are 
Milton Breivogel, planning director of the Los 
Angeles Regional Planning Commission; George F. 
Emery, planning consultant, 2624 N. E. 2kth Street, 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida; George Nez, director of 
the Department of Planning, Denver; and Israel 
Stollman, director of the Youngstown, Ohio City 
Planning Commission. 

The committee will meet in San Francisco during 
the ASPO National Planning Conference in March. 
They will nominate candidates to fill the offices 
of president and vice-president and three vacancies 
on the board of directors. Board members whose 
terms expire at that time are Hayden B. Johnson, 
New York; Harold V. Miller, Nashville; and Adrian 
C. Taylor, Bismarck, North Dakota. 

ASPO members may submit suggestions for nomina- 
tions to the chairman or to any committee member. 


MAKE HAWAII RESERVATIONS NOW 


Enclosed with this issue of the NEWSLETTER is 
& brochure describing the post-conference tours to 
Havaii, immediately following the ASPO meeting in 
San Francisco in March. With it is a postcard to 
be filled out and returned to United Air Lines by 
those making reservations. 

Ship reservations mst be made well in advance, 
Since March is a busy mmth for cruises. The prices 


| listed in the brochure are minimum rates for one 
| person and are for minimum accommodations on board 
“ship. The number of accommodations at minimm rates 


is limited, and they will be assigned on a first- 
come, first-serve basis. More expensive accommo- 
dations -- for outside rooms or rooms with bath, 
for example -- are available. 

The rates are available directly from United 
Air Lines. 
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VARIETY IN PUBLIC WORKS PLANNING 


Community facilities ranging from curbs and 
gutters to a hospital for mental patients, in cities 
and towns of all sizes and in all parts of the 
United States, are being planned with aid from the 
federal government's program of advances for public 
works planning. 

A check of 41 projects approved by the Com- 
munity Facilities Administration of the Housing 
and Home Finance Agency between the end of June 
and early October showed that one advance was for 
as little as $720; one for as much as $264,000. 
One had been made to a town with only 350 residents 
and me to a city with a population of half a million. 

Forty-one per cent, or 16, of the advances 
were for planning water or sewer systems or 4 com- 
bination of them. Five were for water systems; 
five for sewer systems; four for a combination of 
both; and two for sewers and related facilities. 

One-third, or 14, of the advances went to 
public agencies that are planning schools -- new 
buildings, additions, or alterations. They include 
elementary and junior and senior high schools and 
a state college physics-chemistry building. The 
14 advances will be used for plans for a total of 
32 school buildings. 

Public buildings projects claimed four of the 
advances: a county governmental office building; a 
county courthouse; a joint city-coumty building; and 
a& new wing for a courthouse and alterations and 
additions to a city administration building. 

A port terminal, including a wharf with slip, 
freight storage space, office facilities, anda 
parking lot is being planned in one community. 

A new public library is being planned with 
another of the advances. me city will use its funds 
to draw up plans for two municipal bus terminals; 
another is planning a nursing home; and another an 
addition to a hospital for mental patients. 

Street improvement projects will be planned 
with two of the advances. 

Money for the program comes from a $48 million 
revolving fund. The interest free advances to local 
and state public agencies for planning needed public 
works were authorized under the Housing Act of 1954. 
Purpose of the program is to encourage state and 
local agencies to maintain an adequate reserve of 
planned public works that can readily be put under 
construction and to help them get the maximum in 
economy and efficiency in planning and comstructing 
public works. 


FAMILY INCOME 


More than half the nations 52 million families 
mide more than $5,520, before tax deductions, in 
1955, according to recent estimates made by the 
Department of Commerce. 

The average family income in 1955 was an esti- 
mated $4,400, or a gain of 6 per cent over the 
figure for 1954. 

In 1952, 51.9 per cent of U. S. families had 
incomes of less than $4,000; in 1954, 47.1 per cent 
were in that bracket; and by 1955, only 43.1 per 
cent had incomes below $4,000. 








NEW NIZC PUBLICATION OFF THE PRESS 


Steps to Secure Sound Zoning, by ASPO Executive 
Director Dennis O'Harrow, has been published by 
the National Industrial Zoning Committee and is now 
available. The nine-page booklet is the third 
publication in a kit on industrial zoning being 
prepared by the national committee. It is a reprint 
of a speech given by Mr. O'Harrow befcre the Great 
Lakes Industrial Development Council in 1955. 

Single copies are available from ASPO or NIZC 
(820 Huntington Bank Building, Columbus 15, Ohio) 
for 25 cents each. Orders of more than ten are 
available for 10 cents each, plus postage, from NIZC. 

The first publication in the series, Principles 
of Industrial Zoning, has sold more than 40,000 
copies and is in its fifth printing. The second, 
Performance Standards in Industrial Zoning, is also 
@ report of a speech by Mr. O'Harrow. Both booklets 
are available from ASPO for 25 cents each. 














ZONING COURT CASES PLENTIFUL 


Every week the ASPO office receives nine 
Reporters that cover the decisions of the state 
courts of record in the United States. The Sep- 
tember 14, 1956 issue of the Pacific Reporter 
contains 688 pages. And it is not unusual to 
find as many as nine zoning decisions in 4 single 
issue of the Atlantic Reparter, which covers the 
states of Comnecticut, Delaware, Maine, Maryland, 
New Hampshire, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Rhode 
Island, and Vermont, and the District of Columbia. 

The October ZONING DIGEST summarizes 34 
zoning decisions. In one important case the court 
held a beauty parlor to be a home occupation. 
The ordinance did not use the term "customary"; 
and the court in reaching its decision said that 
it had used ASPO's PLANNING ADVISORY SERVICE 
report, Zoning Regulations of Home Occupations. 

There is another New York decision summar- 
ized in which the court held that an area vari- 
ance does not require a showing of hardship. 
Another decision prohibited a kennel in a suburban 
zone. Still another held that a set-back line 
established by a board of appeals was void be- 
cause the board lacked authority to legislate. 
In me decisiam a gasoline station was prohibited 
in an industrial district; in another case in a 
business district. A third decision affecting 
gasoline stations prohibited one because of 4 
pending zoning ardinance. The appellate divisim 
of New York's supreme court held that a dormitory 
for 60 students is a me-family dwelling. 

Planning and zoning boards in Indiana will 
be interested in the Indiana Supreme Court's 
opinion that limits the power of the superior 
court in reviewing zoning decisions. Another 
court held that a boarding house for aged persons 
is an accessory use in a residence A district. 
(Here the language of the ordinance was impor- 
tant.) The October ZONING DIGEST also summarizes 
@ decision that upheld a minimum lot area of 
20,000 square feet and discussed esthetics. 




















QUOTES 


We noted in a recent issue of the Atlanti 
that Purdue had developed a single-family sewag 
treatment plant. Got us all excited, it did. TR 
Atlantic always stirs us up, and this was some 
we had been thinking about for a long time. We'y 
been hoping against hope that somebody would fre 
us from the shackles of sewage by developing some. 
thing better than a septic tank and less expensiy, 
than major treatment plants. 

Turns out that the Purdue thing is indeed, 
mechanical marvel. It operates on an aerobic rathe 
than anaerobic principle (try reading that aloui), 
has a built-in grinder, & pump, 4 compressor, whic} 
runs all the time, and three electric motors. (h 
experiments have been conducted on conversion ty 
diesel power in areas where electricity is no 
available -- possibility in using the lawn mower 
motor and outboard when not otherwise employed .. 
must look into this.) It has a tank in which th 
busy bacteria aerobate, or whatever they do. 

One of its attractions is that it conserve 
water. It uses the same water over and over. Ih 
time, the fluid takes on an interesting amber cola, 
Power consumption runs about 75 watts per hour, 

The thing can be installed for about $600, 
Servicing generally done once a year by local dealers, 
(We see no reason why any reasonably competent 
householder couldn't handle this himself if he wer 
mechanically inclined and knew about boilermaking, 
grinder refurbishing, pump packing, compressor 
gubbitting, and water de-ambering -- in case it gets 
too amber, Anyhow there is always the local dealer.) 

What with one thing and another, while this 
device and others like it may be useful in unuswl 
circumstances, we don't feel that they are the 
ultimate solution. Comes the revolution, we'll le 
you know. 


Fred Bair, Jr., Editor 
Planning and Zoning 
Newsletter of Florid 


PLANNING GRANT FOR SCHOOL PROGRAM 


A federal grant of $18,600 to be used in drawig 
up & comprehensive school development plan ani 
program has been made to the Metropolitan Are 
Planning Commission of Pulaski County, Little Rock, 


Arkansas. The grant is among the first to be mie 
under Section 701 of the 1954 housing act fora 
special project other than over-all city or metro 
politan planning. 

Some $37,000, half of which will be providei 
by the special school districts involved and half 
by the federal gdvernment, will be used to mi 
surveys of school population; study present school 
facilities as to type, location, capacity, ani 
construction; to coordinate school development plam 
with plans for parks and other recreational activi- 
ties; and to prepare a six-year school development 
program and analysis of financing methods. 

The urgent need for a school program is pointe 
up by the fact that the population of the county 
increased by 26 per cent in ten years. North Littl 
Rock alone increased by 108 per cent. 
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PROTECTING INDUSTRY AND BUSINESS 


Do industry and business have a right to pro- 
tection against residential uses? Zoning to protect 
residences is & time honored principle, but zoning 
to protect industry and 
pusiness has only re- 
cently come into fairly 
common practice. 

How much exclusive 
industrial and commer- 
cial zoning is being 
done, how it is being 
done and where -- all 
these questions are covered in the PLANNING ADVISORY 
SERVICE Information Report for October (No. 91), 
Exclusive Industrial and Commercial Zoning. 

The report points up the need for exclusive 
zoning in industrial and commercial districts and 
gives excerpts from ordinances that prohibit resi- 
dences in such zones. 

PLANNING ADVISORY SERVICE is available from 



















































































































































































re bh ASPO on an annual subscription basis. Rates for 

coler, the monthly reports and for research service on 

yur’. individual questions will be given upon request. 

; $600, 

ealers, 

potest TO DISCONTINUE OPERATIONS 

no wa PACH 

naking, Public Administration Clearing House, one of 

rressorf the 14 principal organizations in the "1313" head- 

it gets quarters in Chicago, will discontinue operations 

ealer,)—§ as of December 31. 

le this For 26 years PACH has been engaged in the pro- 

unusual motion of good public administration practices in 

ire the all fields, and most recently has taken particular 

"11 let interest in the international field and in assistance 
to officials in new self-governing countries. Its 

Editor early efforts were devoted to the formation of the 

Zoning "1313" center and the attraction of appropriate 

F Lor ide professional organizations to it. Its services are 
being discontinued because of the expiration of 
foundation grants. 

Louis Brownlow was the first director of PACH -- 
drawin — from 1930 to 1945. Herbert Emmerich has been the 
lan and director since then. 
an Ares In addition to its public administration work, 
.e Rock, PACH has been responsible for the management of 
be made services shared by all organizations in the "1313" 
t fors center, such as the Joint Reference Library. These 
- metro- functions will be taken over by Public Administratio 

Service, a "1313" organization whose board of trustees 
rovided is made up of the executive heads of all of the 
nd half other organizations in the building. ASPO Executive 
to make Director Dennis O'Harrow is chairman of the board. 
; school 
rf = NEW YORK LEADS IN IMPORTS, EXPORTS 
n 
aoe The Port of New York handled 43 per cent of the 
slopment ational total of almost $19 billion in waterborne 

imparts and exports in 1955, the Bureau of the Census 
pointel § Teports. New Orleans ranked second and was followed 
» county M im order by Baltimore, Philadelphia, and Houston. 
h LittleMe Weterborne exports were valued at more than $10 





billion and imports at almost $9 billion. 
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NEW YORK’S THIRD AVENUE REZONED 





New York's famous Third Avenue, once darkened 
by the elevated structure and lined by old dingy 
business places, is fast becoming a thing of the 
past. Rezoning of it and its neighboring streets 
is expected to change what has been known as "the 
dreariest street in town" into a thoroughfare for 
luxury apartments and big office buildings. 

First step in the rejuvenation of the street 
came when the El structure was torn down. After 
that came new sidewalks, elimination of trolley 
tracks in same places, street widening and repaving, 
new street lights and shade trees. 

In August, the Board of Estimate approved 
rezoning of seven miles along Third Avenue from 
15th to 96th Street and across town from the East 
River to Madison Avenue. 

The rezoning has reduced the property desig- 
nated business by at least 50 per cent. Residential 
zones have replaced much of the former business 
areas. 

Amendments passed several years ago to the 
New York zoning resolution set up three new class- 
ifications -- local retail, restricted retail, and 
retail. These classifications have been used liber- 
ally in the rezoning of the Third Avenue area. 

In general, local retail permits stores on 
the ground floor of an apartment building; restricted 
retail permits camercial uses throughout a structure, 
allowing for office buildings; and retail provides 
for such uses as theaters, undertakers, and ware- 
houses, but does not permit factories. 

As a result of the rezoning and street improve- 
ments, ten new apartment houses and five major 
office buildings were either in the planning or 
constructim stages along the street by mid-September. 
Luxury apartments are going up in the sixties and 
seventies and as far down the avenue as 16th Street. 
New York Foundling Hospital will erect a new build- 
ing in the sixties. 

Along the East River, restricted zoning has 
been established to protect New York University- 
Bellevue Médical Center from 25th to 34th Street, 
and United Nations headquarters from 42nd to 48th. 
In between is an unrestricted district for factories. 
In some places light manufacturing is permitted in 
areas between restricted and unrestricted zones. 


FELLOWSHIPS FOR HISTORY OF PLANNING 


The University of Pennsylvania has received 
$54,000 from the Rockefeller Foundation to prepare 
the first world history of city planning. 

Over a three-year period, the Institute for 
Urban Studies at the university will review the 
history of city development in each of the world's 
major regions. Dr. E. A. Gutkind of London, archi- 
tect and city planner, will head the project as 
visiting research professor in city planning. 

Under the program, six graduate research fellow- 
ships in city planning have been opened up to city 
planners, historians, and graduates in regional, 
Oriental, or Asian studies. Applicants should write 
to the director of the Institute for Urban Studies, 
School of Fine Arts, University of Pennsylvania. 
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PERSONALS 


CLARENCE G. ALHART has resigned as planning director 
of the Etobicoke Township Planning Board in Toronto, 
to become chief of projects with the Allegheny County 
Planning Commission in Pittsburgh. 


BASIL R. ANDREWS and MARTIN H. SMITH, JR., have 
joined the staff of the Metropolitan Planning Com- 
mission in Savannah, Georgia -- Mr. Andrews as 
director of the division of traffic engineering, 
and Mr. Smith as directar of the divisim of planning. 
Mr. Andrews was traffic engineer for Contra Costa 
County, California. Mr. Smith was an instructor in 
design at the University of Florida and recently 
received his master's degree in plaming from Cornell 
University. 


FRANK B. BLANDFORD has joined the staff of Dan S. 
Martin and Associates, planning consultants in New 
Orleans. He had been associate plamer in Albuquer- 
que, and more recently was with the New York Life 
Insurance Company. 


ERIC CARLSON of Woodcliff, New Jersey has been 
appointed director of the Inter-American Housing 
Center in Bogota, Colombia. He replaces LEONARD J. 
CURRIE, who has returned to the United States to 
become dean of architecture at Virginia Polytechnic 
Institute. For the past two years Mr. Carlson has 
been teaching at the Central American Advanced 
School for Public Administration in San José. He 
is a former associate editor of The American City. 





The Columbus, Ohio City Planning Commission announces 
the appointment of JACK B. BACHTEL, principal planner, 
and EDMOND M. LOEWE, research assistant. Mr. Bachtel 
was director of the St. Clair Comty, Michigan plan- 
ning commission. Mr. Loewe was formerly 4 staff 
member of International City Managers’ Association 
in Chicago. 


PAUL F. CUNNINGHAM, formerly with the North York 
Township Planning Board in Willowdale, Ontario, is 
now with the Etobicoke Township Parks Board, Toron- 
to, Ontario. 


RUSSELL C, FEY, associate redevelopment planner with 
the redevelopment agency of Richmond, California, is 
now land use planner with the Fresno-Clovis Area 
Planning Commission. 


GORDON G. GEIS, assistant director of the Montgamery 
County, Pennsylvania planning commission, is now with 
Community Planning Associates, Inc., in Princeton, 
New Jersey. 


NATHALIE GEORGIA has joined the staff of the plan- 
ning department in Baltimore. She had been with the 
Regional Plan Association, Inc., in New York City. 


ARTHUR B. HATTON has joined the staff of the Plan- 
ning and Zoning Commission of Frederick County, 
Maryland as county planner. He was a park planner 
with the Maryland-National Capital Park and Plan- 
ning Commission. 


GEORGE D. HURRELL has been named director of the 
newly created regional planning commission in Jack. 
son, Michigan. He was principal planner with th 
city planning commission in Rochester, New York, 


DAVID D. LONGMAID, for the past four years executiyg 
secretary of the Southeastern Pennsylvania Regiona] 
Planning Commission, has been made a vice-president 
of National Planning and Research, Inc., & consultin 
firm. He will work in the company's Philadelphis 
office. 


ALFRED C. NEAL, Weston, Massachusetts, has beg 
named to the newly created post of president of the 
Committee for Economic Development. It is a no. 
partisan organization that engages in economy 
research and education activities. Mr. Neal hag 
taken a leading role in planning and development 
in New England, and is first vice-president of th 
Federal Reserve Bank of Boston. 


MERLE M. PHILLIPS has been appointed director of 
planning in El Paso, Texas. He had been associatej 
with Carroll V. Hill and Associates in Dayton, Ohio, 


STANLEY H. PICKETT, joint planning officer of th 
Province of Newfoundland and the city of St. John's, 
has been appointed urban redevelopment officer of 
the Community Planning Association of Canada. fe 
will be in charge of a new CPAC service that will 
provide information on urban renewal activities i 
Canada. 


KENNETH R. PLANK, formerly senior planner with tk 
Detroit City Plan Commission and recently directe 
of plaming for the metropolitan planning conmissia 
of Savannah, Georgia has joined the staff of an archi- 
tectural firm in Watertown, New York. 


EDMUND H. ROBERTSON has been named executive vice- 
president of the Association of State Planning ani 
Development Agencies, succeeding LESLIE HILL PRIME, 
who has retired. Mr. Robertson was eastern regicnl 
director of Industrial Planning Associates, Sa 
Francisco consultant firm. He was also formerly 
secretary of the American Industrial Development 
Council. 


ALIAN K, SLOAN is working in New York with the metro 
politan rapid transit survey after a year in Lonia 
on & Fulbright scholarship, doing research on Briti# 
planning administration. He had previously been with 
the Philadelphia Urban Traffic and Transportatia 
Board. 


WILLIAM W. SPETH, who received his master's degret 
in geography from Northwestern University recently, 
is now with the Santa Clara County, Californis 
planning department as planning technician. 


BERTRAM D. TALLAMY, chairman of the New York State 
Thruway Authority, has been appointed Federal Highwy 
Administrator by President Eisenhower. As such, 
will direct the nation's new $33 billion highwy 
constructian program. Mr. Tallamy formerly was chid 
engineer of the Niagara Frontier Planning Board, 
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PLANNING LEGAL NOTES 
Prepared by Walter H. Blucher 





Removal of Soil May Be Regulated. Regulatory Ordi- 
nance May Prohibit. 

—~Calve Brothers Co. v. City of Norwalk, Supreme 
Court of Errors of Connecticut, July 17, 1956, 124 
A.2d 881. 

Plaintiff brought suit to restrain the city of 
Norwalk from enforcing an ordinance regulating the 
removal of soil. Plaintiff owns a tract of land of 
approximately 9.9 acres located in an AA-residential 
zone. Plaintiff sought to remove approximately 
60,000 yards of gravel from 4 of the 9.9 acres. 

When an application was filed for permission to 
remove the gravel, it was referred to the planning 
director, who made recommendations regarding the 
utilization of the property. The common council 
viewed the property and refused to issue the permit. 

Plaintiff claimed that the ordinance was invalid. 
The court found, however, that the removal of gravel 
would have changed the topography of a substantial 
area of land; would have created hazards to children; 
would involve drainage problems of a substantial 
nature; and would create noise and dust that might 
constitute a nuisance in the neighborhood. 

It was contended by plaintiff that the ordinance 
was invalid because it prohibited the use of the land, 
whereas plaintiff was willing to meet any reasonable 
regulations. The court said that an ordinance that 
might be regulatory in nature could under certain 
circumstances prohibit the use of particular parcels. 








Subdivision Must Be Approved within 45 Days. Per- 
formance Bond. Dissenting Opinion. 

Application of Levin, Supreme Court, Appellate 
Diviston, July 18, 1956, 154 N.Y.S.2ad 584. 

Respondents submitted a preliminary subdivision 
plat to the village planning board of Sands Point, 
New York for approval. The village law provides 
that the board may approve, modify, or disapprove 
the plat, but must act within 45 days from the time 
of submission of the plat -- otherwise the plat shall 
be deemed approved. The planning board failed to 
act within 45 days. The court, in a divided opinion, 
held that respondents were entitled to a certificate 
of approval. 

Since the planning board failed to fix the 
amount of the performance bond, the court fixed it 
at $380,000. 

Two of the justices dissented. They pointed 
out that the subdivision section of the village law 
mst be read together with the real property law and 
the planning ordinance of the village of Sands Point. 
The real property law provides that in Nassau County 
& person who subdivides real property into lots -- 
before offering any of the lots -- must file a map 
that must be approved by the planning authorities. 
It provides further that the planning authorities 
camot approve any such map unless the commissioner 
of public works of tHe county has endorsed thereon 
his approval of the grades of the streets and the 
drainage. No such approval was endorsed on the plat 
filed by the respondents. The dissenting justices 
said that the planning board was without authority 
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to approve the subdivision plat without the certi- 
fication of the commissioner of public works, and 
that consequently respondents were not entitled to 
a certificate of approval. 


Eminent Domain: Necessity Is a Legislative Question 
in Rhode Island. Urban Redevelopment Constitutional. 

Balsamo et al. v. Providence Redevelopment 
Agency et al., Supreme Court of Rhode Island, July 
13, 1956, 124 Aad 238. 

The Balsamos own property within the redevel- 
opment project in Providence known as the Point 
Street Area. They own a dwelling, the first floor 
of which is used as a restaurant, and two lots that 
have been used as a parking lot. They sought to 
enjoin the Providence Redevelopment Agency from con- 
demning their properties for the redevelopment 
project, contending first that the statute is wmcon- 
stitutional. The court disposed of this issue 
quickly by saying that it had been considered in an 
earlier case when the statute was found constitutional 
and when there was a finding against the contention 
that redevelopment provided for the acquisition of 
private property through eminent domain for other 
than public purposes. 

The lower court issued an injunction against 
the acquisition by the redevelopment authority of 
the dwelling used as a.restaurant. This was rever- 
sed by the Supreme Court, which said that it is the 
law of Rhode Island that the courts decide the ques- 
tion of whether land taken by eminent domain for 
public use actually is to be put to a public use. 
However, the court went on, when a taking is found 
to be for 4& public use, the question of what property 
it is necessary to take in order to accomplish the 
public purpose is for the legislature to decide. 
The court said that the legislature had clearly 
delegated the authority to determine what lands are 
necessary to the redevelopment authority. The 
determination by the authority is conclusive and not 
subject to judicial review. 








Redevelopment Project (Worcester, Massachusetts) Held 
Valid. 

Bowker et al. v. City of Worcester et al., 
Supreme Judicial Court of Massachusetts, July 17, 
1956, 136 N.E.2d 208. 

This suit was brought to question the validity 
of the New Salem Street Project Area redevelopment 
plan in Worcester, Massachusetts. The area con- 
sists of 23 acres. It was contended that the proj- 
ect had not been properly approved by the planning 
commissions that the purpose of the taking was to 
create & new look for a commercial district to serve 
private purchasers; that the planning board had 
failed to give notice of a public hearing. 

The court said that there was ample evidence 
in the record that the planning board of Worcester 
made the necessary findings. The court said also, 
citing Berman v. Parker, "The improvement of the 
appearance and attractiveness of a project area has 
been recognized as a valid public purpose.” 
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EUROPE'S REBORN CITIES. Leo Grebler. Technical 
Bulletin No. 28, Urban Land Institute, 1200 18th 
Street N. W., Washington 6, D. C. 1956. 104 pp., 
illus. $5. 

For those who think plans, rather than people, 
shape a city, this study will be most enlightening -- 
as it will be for others. Dr. Grebler made a4 six- 
month study tour of war damaged cities in Europe to 
determine how far these cities md gone in rebuilding 
along new ideas and principles of urban planning. 

Rebuilding Europe's cities is another case of 
"the best laid plans .. ." The power of people 
over the city -- their traditions, prejudices, 
sentiments, politics, expediencies, economics are 
the forces that shape the city. Critics of the 
contemporary city, who believe that city dwellers, 
given a chance to live in the wide open spaces will 
not return to the city -- also have their hopes 
dashed by the report. The power of the city over 
the people, even when it has been devastated, is 
strong enough to pull them back to all its "ills." 

Dr. Grebler's report is not, however, one- 
sided. He finds much good in the "reborn" cities; 
his opinions seem well considered. Every planner 
should read it. (JA) 


OUTDOOR SWIMMING POOLS. George D. Butler. 1955. 
19 pp., illus. 75 cents. THE OUTDOOR SWIMMING POOL. 
1956. 42 pp., illus. $1. Natimal Recreation Asso- 
ciation, 8 West Eighth Street, New York 11. 

Two useful booklets, especially when used to- 
gether. The first covers recommended planning 
considerations, basic design features, and con- 
struction factors for both community and private 
pools. The second is the report of a questionnaire 
survey made by the Conference for National Cooper- 
ation in Aquatics of pools for community use. 


GUIDE FOR PLANNING RECREATION PARKS IN CALIFORNIA. 
California Committee on Planning for Recreation, 
Park Areas and Facilities, 721 Capitol Avenue, Room 
609, Sacramento 14. 1956. 77 pp., illus. $2. 

While this handbook is prepared primarily for 
California cities, it contains many suggestions and 
design standards applicable to all cities. 


METROPOLITAN PARKS -- A Challenge. Lower Mainland 
Regional Planning Board, 624 Columbia Street, New 
Westminster, British Columbia, Canada. 1956. 19 
pp-, illus. 


CRITERIA FOR RECREATION AND LEISURE TIME AGENCIES, 
Denver Area Welfare Council, Inc., Room 107, Clini- 
cal Building, Denver 2. 1956. 8h pp., tables. 
$1.50. 


REPORT ON PLANNING IN THE LONDON REGION. Town Plan- 
ning Institute, 18 Ashley Place, London, S.W. l. 
1956. 60 pp., maps, charts, tables. 70 cents. 


URBAN SPACE STANDARDS. K. H. Baruth. 
Agency, P.0O.B. 1109, Tel Aviv, Israel. 
PPe, tables. $6.75. 


Bronfman 's 
1956. 22 


—i 


Publications listed on this page are available 
the publishers; not from ASPO. They represent only 
fraction of the more tham 600 that ASPO gets monthjy 


COMMUNITY BUILDING -- Science, Teclmique, Art. Carg] 
Aronovici. Doubleday and Company, Inc., Garden City, 
New York. 1956. 354 pp. $7.50. 

This book was apparently written in the thirtieg 
and early forties, then reworked somewhat after 
World War II. Mr. Aronovici is enlisted on the sigs 
of the angels, but the artillery he carries is only 
slightly later than the cap-and-ball musket, so thet 
he is not formidable. This is most apparent in his 
discussion of planning techniques -- especially 
zoning. He is an admirer of Hilberseimer's desig 
by prevailing winds. (DOH) 


BUILDINGS OF TOMORROW: Guide for Planning Settle. 
ments and Community Buildings. Fern M. Colborn, 
William Morrow & Company, Inc., 425 Fourth Avenue, 
New York 16. 1955. 159 pp., illus. $3.50. 

Written mainly for settlement workers, this 
little book presents an unwitting case for the in- 
clusion of the neighborhood house in urban renewal 
planning. 


BOSTON'S BRANCH LIBRARY SYSTEM. City Planning Board, 
1101 City Hall Amex, Boston 8. 1955. 38 pp., illus, 

An evaluation of existing branch libraries ani 
@ recommended long-range plan for development. 


A GOVERNMENTAL CENTER FOR DURHAM. City Planning 
Department, City Hall, Durham, North Carolina. 19%, 
44 pp., maps. 


PATTERN FOR FIRE STATIONS -- Master Plan 1956, 
Wichita City Planning Commission, City Building, 2 
South Main, Wichita, Kansas. 1956. 7 pp. 


A PARKING PROGRAM FOR REDDING, CALIFORNIA. Richari 
Graves & Associates, Consultants, 906 Bank of America 
Building, Oakland 12. 1956. 19 pp. 


TRANSPORTATION -- Master Plan Report No. 3 for Falls 
Church, Virginia. Tarrant & Alten, Consulting City 
Planners, Associated, 112-A East Cary Street, Rich- 


mond 19. 1956. 32 pp., maps. 
REGIONAL RAPID TRANSIT -- A Report to the San Fran- 
cisco Bay Area Rapid Transit Commission, 1953-1955. 
Parsons, Brinckerhoff, Hall & MacDonald, Engineers, 
833 Market Street, San Francisco 3. 1956. 106 pp., 
illus. (22$x 174). $16.50. 


EL PORTAL PARK -- A Market Analysis of Community 
Facilities. The Housing Authority, 14500 San Pablo 
Avenue, San Pablo 10, California. Consultant: Harold 
F, Wise Associates. 1956. Approx. 91 pp., tables. 


A STATEMENT OF THE STANDARDS OF POPULATION DENSITY 
AND BUILDING COVERAGE. City Planning Commission, 
Room 308, City Hall, Sacramento, California. 1956: 
13 pp., charts, illus. 
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